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Justice
a pre-requisite for peace

by Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi

Thls is an edited version of the speech given in presence of
a multi-religious audience of Milddun Naki
organized by the |slamic Days Celebration Committee of Toronto
af the Jaffar slamic Center on September 11, 1993
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Justice as an Aim of Prophetic Mission

Tustice 1s the most noble as well as the mostimportant
idea in the realm of this universe. Since we have gath-
ered here Lo celebrate the birth anniversary of
Muhammad (s.a.w.), the last Prophet, the sreatest Messenger of God.
and the one who has been placed firstin the list of 100 most influential
persons in human history, I think it would he most appropriale Lo show
the importance ol justice by explaining the very purpose for which the
prophels and messengers of God were sent 1o this carth,

Almighty God. in the holy Qurin, has very clearly explained in
eeneral lerms the reasons for which He sent various messengers and
prophets i human society: to guide human beings to the path ol silva-
Lom, However, in some verses, God has explained some reasons inomore
detail. For example, He says:

Certainly We have sent Char messengers with clear guidance; and

We sent dewn with them the Book and the scale so thar mankind

may conduct themselves with justice. (57:25)

T establish justice in society was one of the main objectives of all
prophets and messengers of God: Moses, Jesus and Muhammad (peacy
he upon them all), Why is justice so noble a cause that God sent proph-
ets Lo establish justice in society?

The answer is very simple: all human beings wish to see peace in
thedr sociery and i the whole world, Bul peace cannot be achicved in
vacuum. 1Uis inter-twined with justice, To have peace, justice must he-
come the foundalion of our social system: otherwise, we cannot achicve
i durable peace. And “justice’ means pulting everything in its rightful
place; it means balancing things in the proper order: it means creating
harmeony, I one starts putting things in the wrong places, then he dis-
rupts the social harmony and disturbs peace.
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Islam and Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) pro-
moted peace on two levels: spiritual level (peace
within one’s self) as well as the social level (peace
with others).

On the Spiritual Level

Before we embark on peace in society, we have
to first acliieve peace within ourselves. And since
peace without justice is not possible, we have to
mainiain justice within ourselves. How do we main-
tain justice within ourselves?

God has created various emotions in us. All
our emotions are classified in the moral philoso-
phy of Islam into two groups: desire and anger.

Human beings share these emotions

emotions and your conscience,

Creating peace within one’s self means creat-
ing harmony between our emotions and our power
of reasoning. Anger and desire are both essential
for safety of mankind and continuity of human race.
But they must remain on a middle course; they
should neither be unnessarily crushed nor should
they be left unfetiered. This can be done only when
desire and anger both are under the complete con-
trol of reason. This medium path is the justice
which must be maintained within ourselves in or-
der Lo achieve peace.

This process of building your spiritual world
on the basis of justice is known in the words of the
Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) as the major jihdd.
Once, when the Muslim army came hack 1o Medina
from its mission, the Prophet of Islam greeted the
soldiers by saying:

{desire and anger) with animals. What .. o

separates us from the animals is that 52 Pﬁﬂ{?ﬁ {the sake of] Allah; even if it is against
God has bestowed upon us another e t yourselves or [your| parents and kins-
s i mna . ain
spiritual faculty known as the power = - men, [it should not make any differ-
of reasoning, reason or intellect. In - ZbE tIChIEPBd ence for you] whether the person [for
Arabic, reason 15 called a_qi which lit- Iﬂ mcuum nragmnst whom ymf ure testifving [ iy
erally means a tie, a restraint. You may rich or poor; Allah is closest to them
also call it soul or conscience. ; If is both. So do not follow your desire lest
In order to have peace with your- 2oy 0 g0, 20 VOU swerve.
self, vou need to create harmony and lﬂ;ﬂf{fﬂ’]@ﬂﬁd. It is unfortunate that the modern
balance between your emotions and T W!fh world does not look at the issue of
your conscience. In other words, you e [i : jihdd in its full perspective: there are
S : ; JUSIICE,
have to maintain justice betweaen your : : two types of fihdd—major and minor;

“Welcome to the people who have performed
the minor jihdd, and have yet to go through a
major jihdd.”

The people asked, "0 Messenger of God! What
is the major jihdd?”

The Prophet said, “The spiritual jihdd.”
Wasd'il 'sh-Shi‘ahk, vol. 11, p. 122)

This spiritual jihad is not an easy jihdd. One
has to gain control over his strongest emotions, and
live by his pure conscience even if it means testify-
ing against himself. The message brought by the
Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) on the issue of justice
is very well portrayed in chapter 4, verse 135 of
the Qur'én:

{See,

Q vou who believe! Be maintainers
. of justice [and ] bearers of wimess for

the minor jihdd 1s commonly known
as the holy war, whereas the major fihdd 15 a spiri-
tual struggle between your soul and your emotions.
The Muslims are portrayed by the western me-
dia as the people who are blood-thirsty and war-
mongers. I do not claim that all Muslims are per-
lect. Butithurts when we see that people shedding
blood of others in name of their religion are jusl
mentioned by their ethnic names but when it comes
to the Muslims, they are mentioned by their reli-
rious affiliation. We never hear the western niedia
using the words like “Catholic terrorists” for the
TR A or the Croatians; or “Orthodox Christian ter-
rorists” for the Serbs. 1 do not say that these reli-
Zions or sects promote terrorism but neither does
1slam. | just want Lo point out the double standard
in reporting about the Muslims and the others.
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