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THE SUNNAH OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD

as a source of guidance
by Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi

After the Qur’an, the word sunnah or

k IFJ | | sunnatis one of the most famous words

prtiiuco] | pT— terminologies. The “sunnah

of the Prophet” covers three things: 1, the sayings of

the Prophet (hadith); 2. the actions of the Prophets; 3.

the passive approval of an action performed in pres-
ence of the Prophet.

Among the sources of Islamic laws, the sunnah
occupies second place after the Qur’an. The Mu slims,
since the very first days of Islam, have looked upon the
sunnah of the Prophet as a bonafide source of guid-
ance, and a supplement to the Qur’an and its practical
manifestation.

Unfortunately, some people have appeared among
the Muslims from time to time who have tried to
minimize the importance of the Prophet’s sunnah:
more disturbing is the fact that they do so in the name
of promoting the Qur’in. After reading their writings,
oneis left withthe impression that the Prophet of Islam
was just a simple ‘mail-man’; that his work was just to
deliver the Qur’én from God to mankind. Whatever he
said to explain the laws of the Qur’an and whatever he
did to set an example of following God's command-
ments —sunnah— has no value at all,

A similar attitude, although in a very subdued
form, is also found among some ‘born-again’ Mus-

The Qur'dn is more like
a constitution than
a book of law.
The details were
left to the Prophet.

lims: whenever they come across an Islamic require-
ment which they donotlike, they immediately say, “Is
this in the Qur’an?” They would not accept anything
unless and until it comes from the Qur’an; and the

sunnah of the Prophet for them has no value.

Fortunately, those who talk against the sunnah of
the Prophet accept the Qur’in as the final authority, So
letus turn to the Qur’in and see what it has to say about
Prophet Muhammad (sal-lal lahu ‘alayhi wa alihi wa
sallam).

1. THE ROLE OF THE PROPHET:

The Qur'in is a book of guidance which was sent
for the entire human world till the end of time. As such,
itonly deals with the general issues, and mentions only
the basic principles underlying the Islamic way of life,
The Qur’én is more like a constitution than a book of
law. The details were left to the Prophet. This is quite
clear from the following verses of the Qur'an:

Heraisedup among the common people a Messen-
ger from among themselves to recite to them
His revelations, to purify them, and to teach
them the Book and the wisdom. (62:2)

And We have revealed to you (O Muhammad) the
Reminder (that is, the Qur’ dn) so that VOU Ay
clarify to the people what has been revealed to
them, and so that they may reflect, (16:44)

You have a good example in Aliah' s messenger for
whosoever hopes for God and the Last Day,
and remembers God oft. (33:21)

Your Guardian is only Allah, the Messenger.. And
whosoever makes Allah, the Messenger...as
his guardians (then he is among the party of
Allah), and the party of Allah is the victorious.
{5:55-56)

These verses definitely prove that Prophet
Muhammad was not just a ‘mail-man’ whose only job
was to deliver the Qur'an to us, He was a Messenger
of God, the medium of Allah’s revelation, the teacher
of the Qur'an and wisdom, the spiritual guide, the
perfect example for the believers, and he is also,
besides Allah, the guardian of the believers.
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2. OBEDIENCE TO THE PROPHET

The Qur’an has time and again ordered the Mus-
lims to obey Allah. It is very obvious that “obeying
Allah” means following the Qur’én. And the same
Qur’én has also repeatedly ordered the Muslims to
obey Prophet Muhammad. What does obeying the
Prophet mean? It means to follow the sunnah.

The Qur’dn is not only silent on the details of
things which can change over time, it is also silent on
the rules of worship which can never change. For

example, the Qur’an in twenty-five different places
commands the Muslims to say the daily prayer (salat),
but not once has Allah explained how the Muslims are
to say their prayers. (Interestingly, the only exception
to this is saldtu ‘I-khawf, the prayer said in the battle-
fieldor when one is in danger.) This silence on the part

of the Qur’an, I believe, was for the specific purpose -

of forcing the people to go to the Prophet, ask him for
details and follow his example.
Now the verses about obedience to the Prophet:
Say: “If you love Allah, then follow me; (if you do










