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THE SUNNAH OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD

as a source of guidance
by Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi

After the Qur’an, the word sunnah or

k IFJ | | sunnatis one of the most famous words

prtiiuco] | pT— terminologies. The “sunnah

of the Prophet” covers three things: 1, the sayings of

the Prophet (hadith); 2. the actions of the Prophets; 3.

the passive approval of an action performed in pres-
ence of the Prophet.

Among the sources of Islamic laws, the sunnah
occupies second place after the Qur’an. The Mu slims,
since the very first days of Islam, have looked upon the
sunnah of the Prophet as a bonafide source of guid-
ance, and a supplement to the Qur’an and its practical
manifestation.

Unfortunately, some people have appeared among
the Muslims from time to time who have tried to
minimize the importance of the Prophet’s sunnah:
more disturbing is the fact that they do so in the name
of promoting the Qur’in. After reading their writings,
oneis left withthe impression that the Prophet of Islam
was just a simple ‘mail-man’; that his work was just to
deliver the Qur’én from God to mankind. Whatever he
said to explain the laws of the Qur’an and whatever he
did to set an example of following God's command-
ments —sunnah— has no value at all,

A similar attitude, although in a very subdued
form, is also found among some ‘born-again’ Mus-

The Qur'dn is more like
a constitution than
a book of law.
The details were
left to the Prophet.

lims: whenever they come across an Islamic require-
ment which they donotlike, they immediately say, “Is
this in the Qur’an?” They would not accept anything
unless and until it comes from the Qur’an; and the

sunnah of the Prophet for them has no value.

Fortunately, those who talk against the sunnah of
the Prophet accept the Qur’in as the final authority, So
letus turn to the Qur’in and see what it has to say about
Prophet Muhammad (sal-lal lahu ‘alayhi wa alihi wa
sallam).

1. THE ROLE OF THE PROPHET:

The Qur'in is a book of guidance which was sent
for the entire human world till the end of time. As such,
itonly deals with the general issues, and mentions only
the basic principles underlying the Islamic way of life,
The Qur’én is more like a constitution than a book of
law. The details were left to the Prophet. This is quite
clear from the following verses of the Qur'an:

Heraisedup among the common people a Messen-
ger from among themselves to recite to them
His revelations, to purify them, and to teach
them the Book and the wisdom. (62:2)

And We have revealed to you (O Muhammad) the
Reminder (that is, the Qur’ dn) so that VOU Ay
clarify to the people what has been revealed to
them, and so that they may reflect, (16:44)

You have a good example in Aliah' s messenger for
whosoever hopes for God and the Last Day,
and remembers God oft. (33:21)

Your Guardian is only Allah, the Messenger.. And
whosoever makes Allah, the Messenger...as
his guardians (then he is among the party of
Allah), and the party of Allah is the victorious.
{5:55-56)

These verses definitely prove that Prophet
Muhammad was not just a ‘mail-man’ whose only job
was to deliver the Qur'an to us, He was a Messenger
of God, the medium of Allah’s revelation, the teacher
of the Qur'an and wisdom, the spiritual guide, the
perfect example for the believers, and he is also,
besides Allah, the guardian of the believers.
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2. OBEDIENCE TO THE PROPHET

The Qur’an has time and again ordered the Mus-
lims to obey Allah. It is very obvious that “obeying
Allah” means following the Qur’én. And the same
Qur’én has also repeatedly ordered the Muslims to
obey Prophet Muhammad. What does obeying the
Prophet mean? It means to follow the sunnah.

The Qur’dn is not only silent on the details of
things which can change over time, it is also silent on
the rules of worship which can never change. For

example, the Qur’an in twenty-five different places
commands the Muslims to say the daily prayer (salat),
but not once has Allah explained how the Muslims are
to say their prayers. (Interestingly, the only exception
to this is saldtu ‘I-khawf, the prayer said in the battle-
fieldor when one is in danger.) This silence on the part

of the Qur’an, I believe, was for the specific purpose -

of forcing the people to go to the Prophet, ask him for
details and follow his example.
Now the verses about obedience to the Prophet:
Say: “If you love Allah, then follow me; (if you do
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so) Allahwilllove you and forgive for you your
sins.” (3:31)

Say: “Obey Allah and the Messenger. And if you
trn away (fromthis order), then (be sure that)
Allah does not love the unbelievers.” (3:33)

When Allah and His Messenger have decreed a
matter, any believing man or any believing
woman do not have any choice in their affairs;
whosoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger,
he has gone astray into manifest error.(33:36)

O you who believe! Obey Allah, obey the
Messenger...Haven't you seen those who think
that they believe in what has been revealed to
youandwhat was revealed before you? Yet(in
a dispute) they desire to summon one another
to the judgement of taghut. (4:59-60)

The Qur'dn quotes a messenger to Allah as fol-
lows: Fear Allah and obey me. (26:110) This
has been quoted from various messengers and
prophets about eleven times in the entive Qur*4n.

Whoever obeys the Messenger, has surely obeyed
Allah. (4:80)

These verses teach us the following;

(a) Obeying Prophet Muhammad is a proof of
loving Allah; and the reward of obeying the Prophet is
Allah’s love and forgiveness.

(b) Disobeying the Prophet pushes one into the
group of unbelievers.

“The proof of loving Allah
is the obedience to
Prophet Muhammad.”

(c) When Prophet Muhammad has decided a mat-
ter, no Muslim man or woman has any right to decide
in that matter according to his or her own whirns,

{d) Obeying Prophet Muhammad has been men-
tioned side by side with cbeying Allah. Actually,
obeying the Prophet is same as obeying Allah.

Following the Qur’an is obeying Allah, and fol-
lowing the sunnah is obeying Prophet Muhammad.
And this is not polytheism or shirk because obedience
to the Prophet is based on obedience to the Qur’in-
whoever obeys the Messenger has surely obeyed Al-
lah. (4:80)

3.CONSEQUENCES OF OBEYING OR DIS-
OBEYING THE PROPHET

Another way of understanding the importance
which the Qur’4n attaches to the sunnah of the Prophet
is by studying those verses which describe the rewards
of obeying the Prophet and the dire consequences of
disobeying him. '

(A) Reward for Obeying the Prophet:

Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, Allah
will admit him to the gardens beneath which
rivers flow, they shall abide in it—that is the
great achievement. (4:13)

Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, then
they are with those on whom Allah has be-
stowed favours from among the prophets, the
truthful ones, the martyrs, the good-doers—
they indeed are good companions. (4:69)

The believing man and the believing woman are
friends of each other—they bid good, forbid
evil, establish prayer, give alms and obey
Allah and His messenger. They are the ones
upon whom Allah will shorily shower mercy.
Allah is Powerful, Wise. (9:71)

These verses leave no doubtinmind of an unbiased
reader that obeying Prophet Muhammad is as impor-
tant as obeying Allah. Rather, the proof of loving
Allah is the obedience to Prophet Muhammad. Inter-
estingly, Allah has combined the obedience to Prophet
Muhammad almost everywhere with the obedience to
Himself!

(B) Consequence of Disobeying the Prophet

The following verses describe the dire conse-
quences of disobeying the Prophet:

Whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, and
steps beyond the limits, Allah will cause him to
enter the Fire, init shall he abide, and he shall
have an abasing chastisement. (4:14)

Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, Allah
will admit him in the gardens beneath which
riversflow,; andwhoever turns away (fromthis
obedience), Allah will chastise him with a
painful chastisement. (48.7)

Surely Allah curses the unbelievers and has pre-
pared for them a blaze in which they shall
abide forever.. The day {on which) their face
will be turned towards the Fire, they shali say:
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“If only we had obeyed Allah and obeyed the
Messenger!” (33:66)

The last part of the last verse leaves no room for the
fancy of those who say that obeying Allah and obeying
the Prophet both refer to the Qur’an only. If ithad been
s0, then there was no need to everywhere talk about
obeying the Prophet after obeying Allah.

4. RESPECTING THE PROPHET

The following verses show how Allah wanted the
Muslims to behave in presence of the Prophet; and also
throw light on the high regard that Allah has for him:

O youwho believe! Do not step ahead of Allah and
His Messenger. SurelyAllahis Hearing, Know-
ing. (49:1) Obviously, Allah does not have a
body; so this verse is talking about the shari‘ah
and commandments, it says that do not decide
anything by yourself before Allah and His
Messenger.

O you who believe! Do not raise your voice over
the Propher’s voice; and do not talk loudly to
him as you talk to one another-lest your deeds
become forfeited while youwon't even realize
it. (49:2)

Those who lower their voicesin the presence of the
Messenger of Allah, they are the ones whose
hearts Allah hastestedfor piety—for themis the

forgiveness of Allah and great reward. (49:4)

Do not make the calling of the Messenger among
yourselves like your calling one another.
(24:63)

5. CONCLUSION

All the verses quoted above prove that the Qur'én
and the sunnah of the Prophet go together, they are not
opposed to each other. Itis incorrect to assume that the .
order asking the Muslims to follow the Prophet means
following the Qur’4n, because that purpose has al-
ready been achieved by the command which orders the
Muslims to obey Allah. So there is no any way of
obeying the Prophet except by following his authentic
sunnah.

It is necessary to mention here that when we are
defending the sunnah of the Prophet of Islam, it does
not mean that every single narration found in the
collection of the sunnah, both of the Shi‘ahs as well as
the Sunnis, are to be taken as authentic. Not, not at all.
One has to examine every single narration and prove
its authenticity and wvalidity of its contents before
following it. Fortunately, the Muslim ‘ulamé from the
early days of Islam have worked on this, and at present
we have the apparatus and means to distinguish the
authentic narrations from the unauthentic ones. A
brief study of Usulu "I-figh (the Principles of Jurispru-
dence), 'limu ‘r-Rijdl (the science dealing with the
narrators of hadith), and Dirdyatu ‘iI-hadith (the sci-

ence of hadith) will be enough to prove my statement.
E B

The Faith of the Prophet

before the Prophetic Mission
by Ja'far Subhani

Ll ).:=J| For quite some time, 1. Did the ]1.1:;1.}r Prophet profess pendently and he followed
the question of the any religion before his ap- it independently or he was
P—'-”—'-“*OI faith of the Prophet pointment to the prophetic reckoned to be one of the
before his appointment to the pro- mission? followers of that religion?

phetic mission (at the age of forty)
has been a matter of debate be-

2. Supposing that he was the
follower of a religion, was

4. If he acted on that religion
independently or as a fol-

tween the Shi‘ah and Sunni schel- it his own religion? lower, to which of the
ars. They have raised the following 3., If he was the Tollower of any former Prophets did that
issues and given reply to each one otherreligion was that reli- religion belong?

of them: gion revealed to him inde-




